
SESSION	3:		WHO	ARE	WE	REACHING?	

Segment	Video	1:		“Reaching	Culture”,	Bob	Lesnefsky	

Call	to	Prayer	

“Lord	Jesus,	you	call	us	into	the	world	to	find	the	good	and	to	proclaim	the	Gospel.	 	Give	us	eyes	to	
find	you	in	every	culture	and	situa>on.		Allow	us	to	be	your	hands	and	feet	to	others	and	help	us	to	
embrace	what	 is	 good	 in	 our	world	while	 discerning	 and	 rejec>ng	what	 is	 harmful.	 	 Through	 us,	
breathe	life	into	our	world.		We	ask	this	in	your	name.		Amen.	

Summary	

Everyone	is	formed	by	the	culture	in	which	they	live--and	our	evangeliza>on	efforts	must	be	mindful	
of	 this	 culture	 when	 we	 share	 the	 Gospel.	 	 Given	 our	 fallen	 human	 condi>on,	 if	 God	 has	 not	
“breathed	into”	a	culture,	then	its	nega>ve	and	destruc>ve	aspects	will	prevail.		Our	modern	culture	
can	only	come	alive	when	God	enters	into	it;	he	elevates	what	is	good	and	transforms--or	removes—
what	is	bad.	
Over	 the	past	 two	millennia,	 the	Church’s	most	effec>ve	missionary	efforts	are	when	 it	 steps	 into	
and	speaks	the	language	of	the	surrounding	culture.		The	great	missionary	saints	were	mindful	of	the	
culture	 in	which	they	preached	the	Gospel	message,	using	the	words,	gestures,	and	rituals	of	 that	
culture	as	means	to	proclaim	salva>on	in	a	way	the	people	would	understand.	 	Similarly,	we	need	
this	same	cultural	awareness	when	we	share	Jesus	and	seek	to	bring	others	into	a	rela>onship	with	
him.	

Personal	Reflec>on:	

✦ How	would	you	describe	our	contemporary	culture?		What	aspects	are	redeeming?			
What	aspects	make	it	challenging	to	proclaim	the	message	of	the	Gospel?	

✦ 	What	aspects	of	our	culture	do	we	need	to	pay	aUen>on	to	as	we	proclaim	the	Gospel?	
✦ 	 Describe	 the	 current	 culture	 of	 our	 parish.	 	 Is	 it	 “open”	 to	 new	 ways,	 new	 approaches	 to	

evangelizing?	 	Or	 is	 it	 somewhat	 “closed”	 to	 the	 culture	 around	 them?	 	What	 can	we	do	 to	
encourage	more	inten>onal	awareness	and	engagement	with	the	culture?		

What	 kind	of	 culture	 situa>ons	 are	most	 challenging	 for	 you?	 	 Is	 there	 a	par>cular	 culture	 that	 you	
serve	 that	 you	 do	 not	 fully	 understand?	 	 This	week,	 spend	 >me	 learning	 about	 that	 culture	 and,	 if	
possible,	spend	some	>me	with	people	within	that	culture.		Be	open	to	learning	something	new.	



SESSION	3:		WHO	ARE	WE	REACHING?	

Segment	2	Video:		“Young	Adults”,	Fr.	Mike	Schmitz	

Call	to	Prayer	

Lord	Jesus,	you	understood	who	we	are	 in	our	humanity	and	your	Gospel	 is	>meless	 in	every	age.		
Help	 us	 to	 understand	 how	 to	 share	 that	 Gospel	 with	 young	 adults	 in	 our	 culture.	 	 Remove	
judgement	or	preconceived	no>ons	from	our	hearts	and	replace	them	with	a	strong	desire	to	meet	
people	where	they	are	and	love	them	enough	to	walk	the	long	journey	toward	you.		Bless	our	efforts	
and	reveal	to	us	those	people	we	are	called	to	serve.		We	ask	this	in	your	name.		Amen.	

Summary	

Young	adults	are	one	of	the	most	challenging	groups	to	reach	with	the	Gospel.		The	culture	in	which	
they	have	been	raised	is	a	hyper	informa>on	and	hyper	opinion	age.		The	percep>ons	for	many	non-
Chris>an	young	adults	when	they	hear	the	word	Chris&an	is	that	we	are	judgmental,	bigoted,	eli>st,	
and	hypocri>cal.		We	need	to	dispel	those	myths.	
There	 is	 a	 crisis	 of	 hope	 and	 of	meaning	 among	 young	 adults.	 	 A	 staggering	 amount	 of	 differing	
opinions,	all	claiming	to	be	true,	has	made	it	difficult	for	them	to	know	the	right	path.	 	In	addi>on,	
the	widespread	breakdown	of	family	rela>onships	has	led	them	to	distrust	others.		To	be	effec>ve	in	
young	adult	ministry,	we	must	become	comfortable	and	capable	in	addressing	the	major	challenge	
of	building	trust.	
An	experience	with	the	truth	of	Jesus	and	the	joyful	community	of	the	Church.	Especially	with	the	
local	parish,	is	the	remedy	that	young	adults	need	for	the	loneliness	and	distrust	they	feel.		Offering	
young	adults	an	encounter	with	Christ	is	life—changing	and	can	have	a	profound	effect	on	their	lives.	

Personal	Reflec>on:	

✦ Discuss	 Fr.	Mike’s	 observa>on	 regarding	non—Chris>an	 young	adults’	 percep>on	of	 the	word	
Chris&an.		Do	you	think	young	adults	in	our	community	would	respond	similarly?	

✦ If	you	are	a	young	adult,	what	are	some	issues	you	or	your	peers	are	struggling	with?	
✦ If	you	have	experience	working	with	young	adults,	what	challenges	do	you	see	them	facing?	
✦ As	 a	 parish,	 how	 are	 you	 serving	 young	 adults	 at	 present?	 	 How	 could	 you	 improve	 your	

outreach	to	them?	

Fr.	Mike	shared	a	story	about	a	young	woman	who	had	a	powerful	experience	of	community.		Have	you	
had	a	similar	experience?		If	so,	reflect	on	it,	considering	what	made	it	impac^ul	for	you.		How	can	you	
replicate	this	kind	of	experience	for	others	so	that	they	can	encounter	Jesus?	



SESSION	3:		WHO	ARE	WE	REACHING?	

Segment	3	Video:		“Fringes”,	Bob	Lesnefsky			

Call	to	Prayer	

Lord	Jesus,	you	came	to	meet	us	 in	our	humanity,	even	though	we	have	been	separated	from	God	by	sin.		
Help	us	to	mirror	your	life	by	going	to	those	who	are	on	the	margins	and	fringes	of	our	community.		Give	us	
hearts	that	listen	first,	love	well,	and	always	seek	the	good	of	others	even	if	they	cannot	return	it	to	us.		We	
ask	this	in	your	name.		Amen.	

Summary	

On	 the	 fringes	 of	 our	 community	 are	 people	who	 are	marginalized,	 segregated,	 or	 discriminated	 against.		
They	are	those	who,	some>mes	by	choice	but	o_en	by	circumstances,	live	outside	of	the	main	community.	
The	incarna>on	of	Jesus	demonstrates	how	we	are	to	approach	those	who	live	life	on	the	margins	of	society.		
Jesus	spent	most	of	his	earthly	ministry	simply	being	with	people	and	engaging	 in	 the	human	experience.		
His	ministry	wasn’t	primarily	about	preaching—it	was	about	being	present	to	the	people	we	encountered.	
People	 respond	best	 to	authen>c	rela>onships	built	on	real	 love	and	kindness.	 	The	 invita>on	to	a	cup	of	
coffee,	to	a	rela>onship,	to	connec>on	is	what	aUracts	people	to	the	Gospel	message	that	we	can	proclaim.		
The	most	important	thing	is	to	be	pa>ent;	this	can	be	a	slow	process.	 	For	most	people,	conversa>on	takes	
>me,	and	it	is	not	the	immediate	result	of	something	we	say	or	do	in	the	moment.	 	Just	being	with	others,	
sharing	our	lives	with	them,	is	the	first	step	towards	helping	them	encounter	Jesus.	

Personal	Reflec>on:	

✦ Have	 you	 ever	 encountered	 someone	who	 came	 a_er	 you	with	 a	 “bazooka	 of	 truth”?	 	 How	
should	we	react?		Have	we	ever	been	guilty	of	that	tac>c?	

✦ Do	you	seek	to	love	everyone	as	Christ	commands	or	do	you	withhold	love	from	certain	people?		
Do	 you	 treat	 outsiders	 with	 less	 charity	 than	 fellow	 parishioners?	 	 Do	 you	 have	 different	
standards	that	send	a	non-inclusive	message?	

✦ How	do	you	engage	people	who	disagree	with	you?	 	What	do	you	find	challenging	about	such	
conversa>ons?	

✦ The	process	of	walking	with	 someone	 can	 take	>me,	 years	even.	 	Do	you	 currently	have	any	
ministries	that	walk	with	individuals	for	an	extended	period?	

Take	an	honest	 look	at	how	you	interact	with	those	that	stand	on	the	fringes,	are	outside	of	our	faith,	or	who	
disagree	with	 you.	 	 One	 of	 the	 greatest	 challenges	 to	 evangeliza>on,	 especially	 in	 our	 digital	 age,	 is	 how	 to	
engage	with	people	who	are	outside	of	the	Church	and	willfully	live	contrary	to	its	teachings.	 	If	we	believe	the	
Gospel	is	important	and	transforma>ve	to	all,	we	need	to	be	aware	of	how	we	engage	them	with	an	a`tude	of	
love	rather	than	one	of	condemna>on	or	indifference.


